
The College of Veterinary Medicine 
at Iowa State University offers 
a four-year veterinary program 
which provides students with a 
broad-based veterinary education 
in addition to a variety of electives 
and unique opportunities to enhance 
the learning experience. 

The veterinary college is located in 
Ames, Iowa, on its own campus, 
southeast of the main Iowa State 
University campus, 30 miles north 
of Des Moines.

Founded in 1879, the College of 
Veterinary Medicine was the first 
public veterinary college in the 
United States, and is now one 
of 30 veterinary colleges in the 
country. Since its founding, the 
college has graduated more than 
7,000 veterinarians.

Each year, more than 1,000 students 
apply to our college with the goal  
of becoming a veterinarian. For  
each student, the process begins 
the same, with the submission of  
an application. 

To learn more about the process, 
please go to our website at  
www.vetmed.iastate.edu/
academics/prospective-
students. Our website is the  
best source for current and 
accurate information on:

> Admissions

> Academic requirements

> Selection criteria

> Interviews

An important part of the process 
is the system for submitting an 
application, which is done through 
the Veterinary Medical Colleges 
Application Services (VMCAS). 
Information about this process  
can also be found on our website.

Tips from the Office of 
Academic and Student Affairs

1. Clear, concise application  
writing counts

2. Submit applications on time

3. Make sure references  
meet deadlines

4. Check the message board 
throughout the process

5. Contact us if you have questions!

For help and guidance, please contact:
Kathy Kuehl Coordinator of Admissions

kkuehl@iastate.edu
Monica Howard, DVM, PhD,  
Director of Student Programs
mohoward@iastate.edu

Want to be a 
veterinarian?



Student Life

The four-year veterinary curriculum 
at Iowa State University is designed 
to prepare students for a career 
in veterinary medicine. Although 
the program has a defined core 
curriculum, there’s flexibility in 
tailoring the program through 
electives, selectives, and beyond-
the-classroom experiences. 

During the fourth-year of the 
curriculum, veterinary students 
will receive clinical, hands-on 
experience in our Lloyd Veterinary 
Medical Center, which houses 
our small animal and large animal 
hospitals. Under the supervision 
of faculty and clinicians, students 
will care for the health of a variety 
of animals including companion 
animals such as dogs, cats, and 
horses, as well as exotic animals 
such as birds, reptiles, chinchillas 
and patients in our Wildlife  
Care Center.

Students will also have experience 
working with livestock such as 
cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, llamas, 
and alpacas. Our students also 
have the opportunity to go on farm 
calls through our field services unit 
where they work with producers 
and equine owners. 

At Iowa State University, we  
pride ourselves on the variety of  
hands-on experiences for students, 
such as:

Blank Park Zoo 
Hands-on experience with  
zoo and exotic animals

Federal Government 
Work with scientists at the  
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
National Animal Disease Center 
and Center for Biologics located  
in Ames, Iowa 

Iowa Veterinary Specialties 
An affiliate referral center in  
Des Moines where students 
receive additional hands-on 
experience in a private emergency 
and specialty practice

Production Immersive 
Knowledge Experience 
Gain practical experience in 
production animal medicine  
on farms

Shelter Medicine  
Expose students to shelter medicine 
and animal welfare efforts

Student Organizations  
Learn more about areas of  
interest through participation in 
any of the 38 student organizations 
at the college 

Study Abroad Program  
Visit other countries to gain 
different perspectives on 
veterinary issues

Summer Scholars Program 
Work side-by-side with scientists 
on research-oriented projects

Swine Medicine  
Education Center 
Extensive hands-on experiences 
and education in swine health  
and production

Your adventure starts at Iowa State University!
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