
Minutes of ILHAC Meeting 
March 3, 2010 

 

Attendees:  Jessica Bloomberg, Larry Daniels, Gretta Irwin, Steve Kerns, Brad 

Knudson, Hugo Medina, Dave Nichols, Bill Tentinger, John Thomson, and Randy 

Wheeler (for David Schmitt). 

 

 

10:15 a.m. Dr. Brad Knudson called the Meeting to order. 

 

Welcome and Brief Introduction of Attendees led by Dean 

John Thomson. 

 

10:20 a.m. DEAN THOMSON’S COLLEGE UPDATE: 

 

 ISU CVM ranked #1 High Impact Veterinary Research Institution 

by SciWatch, based on citations per veterinary research 

publication, 2004-2008.  

 Consistently ranked in the top 3 veterinary colleges in USDA-

funded research. 

 Vision in Action 2005-2011 update – college has increased faculty 

from 109-160; #3 in size for veterinary colleges in the US 

 ISU CVM is the preeminent comprehensive food supply veterinary 

medicine program – produced an estimated 12% of food animal 

veterinarians in the US in the past five years, highest of all 

colleges. 

 VDL recognized as national leader in animal disease research and 

diagnostics. 

 Pathology Training Program for board certification ranked 2
nd

 in 

the country. 

 VMPM ranked 8
th

 most productive doctoral-granting veterinary 

medical science program. 

 ISU CVM is 4
th

 largest college of veterinary medicine enrollment 

in the country.  Likely to be #2. 

 College’s accreditation is coming up in December 2010. 

 The college has significantly increased its support of Iowa 

agriculture and the economy – food animal student contact hours 

have increased 37% since ’07-’08; food animal student 

preceptorship enrollments have increased 85% since ’07-’08; 

added student clinical rotations in swine, dairy, beef, small 

ruminant and welfare; graduate employment in food animal careers 

has climbed consistently since 2005. 

 ILHAC seed money of just over $1 million has helped to generate 

approximately $10.5 million in additional research funding from 

2005-09 here at ISU CVM. 



 Next year’s ILHAC funding is to be $179,356 – we need to get this 

amount of funding up. 

 

10:30 a.m. Dean Thomson introduced guest speaker, Dr. Sharron 

Quisenberry, ISU Vice-President for Research and Economic 

Development. 

 

 Dr. Quisenberry stated that she is a tremendous fan of ISU CVM. 

 Cannot say enough good things about this college in terms of what 

it has done and where it is going. 

 Recognized the difficulties ahead for livestock industry and 

production. 

 #1 issue is how do to get veterinarians out into our rural areas. 

 Our research agenda from state and federal level is changing. 

 Energy and environmental health issues are key research areas. 

 Very strong research system in Ames; Department of Energy lab 

and 5 USDA labs here, partnerships with them are extremely 

important. 

 We need to market better and get the right messages out. 

 Changes in how faculty members are promoted now is very 

important; they are being recognized for what they do. 

 Discussion of improvements in technology where engineers can 

assist with veterinary medical research. 

 One health approach – veterinary medicine actually started this 

approach.  Symposium coming in the fall, chaired by Dr. Lisa 

Nolan and Dr. James Bloedel. 

 Dr. Quisenberry fully understands what we need to do to help 

agriculture. 

 Working with medical school at University of Iowa will be very 

helpful. 

 ISU is 48% above where we were last year with grants and 

contracts. 

 Asked ILHAC to help get the correct messages back to the 

legislature about the importance of agriculture. 

 How do we work closely with the state?  How do we look at our 

programs and build upon our strengths together? 

 Hopeful that our research can leverage additional funds. 

 

Question and answer session continued following Dr. Quisenberry’s presentation 

to the group. 

 

 11:45 a.m. Lunch Break 

 

 1:00 p.m. Brad Knudson called meeting back to order. 

 



 Minutes from the September 2009 ILHAC meeting were reviewed 

and approved by the committee members in attendance. 

 

 Printed copies of the recent ILHAC newsletter were distributed.  

The members asked that this document be sent to them again 

electronically in order to forward the information to others in this 

manner. 

 

 Review of the ILHAC proposals and decision on specific funding: 

 

Swine - #19, Peter Nara, PI; Developing a Broadly Protective 

PRRS vaccine; award amount $24,000. (Continuation Proposal) 

 

Sheep - #13, Orhan Sahin, PI; A mouse infection model for 

assessment of pathogenic mechanism of a highly virulent 

Campylobacter jejuni clone associated with sheep abortion; award 

amount $24,000. (New Proposal) 

 

Dairy/Cattle - #14, Charles Thoen, PI; Evaluation of reduced dose 

of Mycopar (Mycobacterium paratuberculosis-heat-killed cells in 

oil) for use to vaccinate calves in a Johne’s Positive Herd:  A Field 

Study; award amount $24,000. (New Proposal) 

#16, Doug Jones, PI; Development of an in vivo diagnostic for 

Johne’s disease using the emerging technologies of nanoparticles 

and “smart” copolymers; award amount $24,000. (Continuation 

Proposal) 

 

Poultry - #17, Ganwu Li, PI; Characterization of Three Putative 

Autotransporters of Avian Pathogenic E. coli and their Potential 

Use as Vaccines against Laying Hen Peritonitis; award amount 

$24,000. (Continuation Proposal) 

 

IVMA - #11, Alan Robertson, PI; Determining the mode of action 

of the new anthelminitic tribendimidine; award amount $23,000. 

(New Proposal) 

#15, Jesse Trujillo, PI; Development and  Validation of a Real-

time PCR Detection and Differentiation Assay for pathogenic 

Mycoplasma species in Various Animal Species; award amount 

$11,000. (New Proposal) 

 

Summer Scholars Program – award amount $24,355. 

 

Vet Admin – award amount $1,000. 

 

The committee decided to lower the amount allocated to Vet 

Admin from $1,500 to $1,000 in order to allow an additional $500 



for projects.  Discussion about the project to be awarded for 

Poultry involved seeing if the PI (Ganwu Li) for Proposal #17 will 

be receiving funding from another source for this research.  If so, 

then Proposal #6 would be the next choice, but Hugo Medina 

would need to discuss some details with the PI, Tim Frana, first. 

 

Sevinc reminded the committee that last year, smaller awards were 

allocated to a greater number of projects, and she asked if this 

might be the case again this year.  After a brief discussion of this 

idea, the committee members present decided to stay with the 

projects listed above, and the respective award amounts, which 

total $179,355.  There was a motion, and it was seconded, to 

approve the funding of these proposals as stated above. 

 

 Three items were brought up, and the Research Office was asked 

to take care of these. 

 

- Letter or press release briefly listing the material presented 

by Dr. Quisenberry, also including the ILHAC proposals 

awarded and the respective award amounts.  This 

letter/press release will be distributed to the public/outside 

organizations. 

- ILHAC Newsletter – to be updated annually in the Fall.  

This will be done at the September 2010 meeting, prior to 

the legislative meetings. 

- Inquire as to who receives notifications at ISU such as the 

one in January about legislative issues that would be 

important to the ILHAC members.  The members would 

like to receive these messages as soon as possible in order 

to assist. 

 

 The committee decided to skip the June meeting and schedule the 

next ILHAC meeting for Thursday, September 2, 2010, from 10:00 

am until 3:00 pm, as this should be the first ISU home football 

game. 

 

1:40 p.m. Meeting adjourned.  

 

 

 

 


