
ILHAC Meeting 

Minutes 

September 2, 2010 

ISU College of Veterinary Medicine 

Dean’s Conference Room 

 

Those in attendance:  Brad Knudson, Randy Wheeler, Amanda Luitjens, Tom Shipley, Jessica 

Bloomberg, Gretta Irwin, Tom Ulrickson, Dave Nichols, Dean John Thomson, and Lisa Nolan.  

Steve Kerns joined the meeting after lunch. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Brad Knudson, chair.   New members present were 

introduced and welcomed.   

 

Dean Thomson provided a brief update of the College of Veterinary Medicine.  He also 

announced that he would be stepping down from Dean of CVM, effective January 1, 2011.  The 

search for the new Dean is underway with hopes of having the new Dean on board by the end 

of December. 

 

Summer Scholar Program was briefly discussed as Lynn Bagley thanked the members for the 

funds provided to support several students in the program for 2010.  Three students’ monthly 

stipends were paid with these funds, but funds were available for four students.  Since there 

was not a fourth student to support, funds were used to pay expenses to send one of the three 

funded students to the Merial Symposium in Athens, Georgia, held in early August 2010.  The 

student was able to present a poster at the symposium and participated with students from 

many other institutions that attended the event.  This was a valuable experience.  Lynn 

suggested that ILHAC consider funding three students in future years, thus allowing enough 

funds to cover travel expenses for each of them to attend this symposium. 

 

Dr. Knudson asked if the ILHAC Newsletter was useful last year.  Dean Thomson said yes; this is 

documentation to be shared with others and is very valuable, especially with legislators.  Others 

in the group agreed.  A discussion of how to revise the newsletter for this year began.  The 

committee members in attendance indicated that they would like to keep the format the same 

with the first paragraph providing current news.  The next section would be “2011 ILHAC 

Research Topics,” and the topics would come from the 2011 Priorities List which would be 

discussed in today’s afternoon business meeting.  Suggestions would be circovirus, the egg 

issue and Johne’s Disease.    We will get ISU CVM Faculty to contribute updates.  The Dean’s 



letter would need to be updated, and Dr. Irwin suggested including another letter that she will 

draft for the commodities to sign.  This will help bring matters to the farmer level, especially 

with the legislators.  Last year, the Iowa Pork Producers printed the newsletter and sent the 

copies to the CVM Research Office.  Dr. Knudson will provide the contact information to Lynn so 

she can work with them again this year.  The committee would like the cities included under 

each member’s name.  Dr. Irwin will send a link to a communications list to Lynn to use in 

sending out the updated ILHAC Newsletter. 

 

Dr. Irwin asked if ILHAC should seek to increase the funding that comes in, and if so to what 

amount?  Maybe $250,000?  The question was raised as to where the ILHAC funding comes 

from – educational dollars, or agriculture and natural resource dollars?  Lynn will check with 

Renee Knosby and send this information to Dr. Knudson.  One thing to remember in seeking 

increased funding – we need to make sure that the research topics/projects match the stated 

reasons for the requested increase in funding.  The $250,000 is seed money – where does the 

additional money come from to support the research started with this seed money?  Dr. Nolan 

and Lynn will gather this information.  Dr. Irwin will need this data. 

 

Dr. Nolan reminded the members present that Dean Thomson will be stepping down from his 

position as dean in January 2011, and that the search for the new dean is ongoing with plans for 

interviews with top candidates at the end of September with hopes of having the new dean on 

board to provide overlap before Dean Thomson steps down.  She stressed that the college 

needs another great leader. 

 

There was a short break in the meeting.  At 11:15 am, Dr. Suzanne Millman provided a 

presentation on “Healthy Livestock and Animal Welfare.”  After a few questions from the 

group, this presentation was followed by and update by Dr. Tim Frana on the egg-associated 

Salmonella outbreak.  He also answered questions from the group. 

 

Lunch with invited ILHAC award recipients and guest presenters was held in the Alumni Room 

from 12:00 noon until 1:30 pm. 

 

The business meeting was called to order at 1:30 pm by Dr. Knudson in the Dean’s Conference 

Room.  Minutes from March meeting were reviewed and approved. 

 

The 2011 priorities list was discussed.  Using the list from 2010 as a guide, the “Swine” and 

“Dairy Cattle” sections were fine as is.  For the “Beef Cattle” section – the order of importance 

needs to be changed to 1) Johne’s Disease, 2) Conjunctivitis (Pink-eye), 3) Bovine Respiratory 

Disease (BRD), and 4) Mycoplasma Bovis – respiratory.  A suggestion was to research something 



to trans- genetically transplant to help eliminate pink-eye.  Antibiotics in livestock issue could 

be a problem if antibiotics are taken away, as tetracycline is used to fight pink-eye.  In the 

“Poultry” section, the “All Poultry-Influenza infections” and “Layers” sections will need 

feedback provided by the committee for updates.  The “Turkeys” section just needs to have 

“Leg and joint abnormalities” added as item #3.   The “Sheep and Goats” section needs 

feedback provided from the committee in order to update.  The last section, “IVMA Concerns,” 

was updated with the following list of priorities, 1) Animal Behavior/Welfare (a. Lameness), 

2)Antibiotic substitutes, 3) MRSA, 4) Resistance to anthelmentics/Parasite (worms) resistance, 

and 5) Food Safety/Biosecurity (a. Aerosol transmission, b. Farm to farm transmission).  A bit of 

discussion ensued on the topic of food safety. 

 

The group would like to know how to find out what the CVM researchers are doing?  Dr. Nolan 

mentioned that we now have a CVM Newsletter, and we are hoping to have this updated each 

quarter.  It is online on the CVM Research website.  Lynn will send this link to the Board 

members. 

 

The next ILHAC meeting will be on Thursday, December 2, 2010, at 10:00 am in the Dean’s 

Conference Room.  We need to have the updated newsletter done by then.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm. 

 

 


