
Iowa Livestock Health Advisory Council 
Minutes 

9 March 2005 
 

 
Present:  Dave Kunde   Jim Bradford      
  Rich Degner   L. Duke Wilgenbusch, DVM 

Steve Kerns   Paul Eness, DVM 
Don Reynolds, DVM John Hall     

Stacey Noe   Kenton Kreager, DVM 
  

10:15am The meeting was called to order by Chair Dave Kunde. The minutes for 

the last meeting were approved.  
 

10:20am Discussions 
 

Dr. Reynolds briefed the ILHAC on the Veterinary Summer Scholars 

Research Program. The history, purpose and continued growth of ISU’s 
program were outlined. This program has developed to the nation’s 

largest and will provide up to 35 VM 1 and VM 2 students with 
research experience during a 12-week session this summer. Dr. 

Wilgenbusch pointed out the benefit of future practitioners being 
exposed to the research environment. ILHAC members are invited to 
Summer Scholar’s Research Day on August 12th, 2005. Dr. Reynolds 

continues to seek industrial support to for this program. 
 

Dr. Reynolds updated the group on the Nebraska Contract. He outlined 
the history of the partnership between ISU and Nebraska. The ability 
to increase enrollment at the same time the Veterinary Teaching 

Hospital is expanding gave ISU the opportunity to contract with 
Nebraska to provide the second half of Nebraska veterinary students.   

 
Dave Kunde and members discussed the current situation of the dairy 
industry in Iowa. He explained that processing plants that are out of 

date currently have production at a higher level than ever before.  
 

11:30am Review and discussion of three continuation proposals and twenty-one 
new proposals began. 

 

12:15pm  Lunch break courtesy of the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association and The 
Bistro of Story City. 

 
1:00pm  Dr. Pat Halbur briefed the ILHAC on sustaining high quality veterinary 

diagnostic services to meet the needs of Iowa’s $6.2 billion livestock 

and poultry industry. Approval of a state appropriation of $4.0 million 
is critical to continue the services of the ISU-VDL.   

 
1:45pm Proposal review and preliminary funding decisions continued. Each of 

the three proposals submitted for continuation were funded. Seven 

new proposals were funded. All funding decisions are contingent upon 
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final funding levels. The following projects were given preliminary 
approval for funding:  

 
 Regulation of antimicrobial peptide/protein expression to control 

paramyxoviral infection in sheep. (Continuation) 
 

 Comparison of bovine dendritic cell stimulation of T cells isolated 

from Mycobacterium avium subspecies paratuberculosis (M. a. 
ptb) infected and non-infected cattle. (Continuation) 

 
 Molecular and Cellular Mechanisms Underlying Prion Protein 

(PrPsc)- induced Neurodegeneration. (Continuation) 

 
 Influence of dam and maternal antibodies on susceptibility to 

porcine circovirus type 2. 
 

 Recombinant Iss Protein as a Vaccine Against Avian 

Colibacillosis. 
 

 Can we economically and effectively identify circulating BVDV in 
vaccinated cow-calf herds: Developing and evaluating a novel 

ELISA for BVDV. 
 

 Understanding Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae strain heterogeneity 

in barn cough syndrome and enzootic pneumonia. 
 

 Veterinary Summer Scholars Research Program 
 

 Development of a Flowmetrics Assay for the Serological 

Evaluation of Cattle exposed to Mycobacterium bovis and/or 
Mycobacterium avium subspecies paratuberculosis. 

 
 Searching for the etiology of porcine reproductive and 

neurologic syndrome. 

 
2:20pm New Business 

  Items presented for future consideration include: 
 Limiting the number of proposals submitted by an investigator. 
 Removing the investigator’s name from the proposal so reviews 

are based on merit and research priorities. 
 Length of funding offered for future projects. 

 
2:30pm Adjourned 
 

  
Next Meeting: Wednesday June 15th, 2005, 10:00am – 3:00pm, 

Room 2507 Vet Med, Iowa State University 
 
Lunch Responsibility:  Iowa Sheep Industry 


