
IHLAC Minutes 

JUNE 11, 2003 

 

 

Present: Randy Hilleman Steve Kerns  Gene VerSteeg 

  Jim Bradford  Marvin Nichols Paul Eness, DVM 

  Dave Kunde, DVM John Pries, DVM Dave Schmitt, DVM 

  Don Reynolds, DVM Jeff Schnell   

 

Absent: Kenton Kreager, DVM John Schlitz, DVM  Kaitlyn Bartling 

  Norman Moklestad  Kevin Vinchattle  Gretta Irwin 

  Carol Balvanz   Norman Cheville, DVM Tom Johnson, DVM 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Randy Hilleman at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Announcements: 

1) Approval of minutes procedures 

 Iowa Code states that IDALS need to construct minutes of the committee meeting.

 The current ILHAC committee in cooperation with IDALS has agreed to construct the 

 minutes, then send to IDALS for approval.  It was discussed that this procedure needs to 

 be done on a more regular basis. 

2.) The announcement was made by Don Reynolds that Gail Stecker had resigned to accept a 

 a position with the Institute for Food Safety and Security.  Brenda Cousins will be an 

 interim contact until the vacated position is filled. 

 

The minutes from the April 9, 2003 meeting were read.  Gene VerSteeg moved to accept the minutes 

and Steve Kerns seconded the motion.  Approved. 

 

Legislative Information 

 Don Reynolds spoke on current legislative action occurring. It was mentioned that it has been a 

 busy time at the state level.  Governor Vilsack is currently conducting his Walk Across Iowa, 

 and is tackling the Values Fund. 

 

The Iowa legislature has mandated a 2% increase in Faculty and Staff salaries, with no 

assistance from the state.  It was also reported that Livestock Disease Research has been cut 

$30,000 with ILHAC being cut by $6000, at the university level.    Dr. Reynolds reported that 

the College of Veterinary Medicine received $8000 more in formula fund account due to 

diligent work by Gail. 

 

Dr.Reynolds also spoke on a new supplemental program created by the United States 

Department of Agriculture National Research Initiative.  This program has set aside $30 

million dollars, to be divided between 5 distinct areas including Animal and Plant Biosecurity.  

This program will award $4 million in funds for 4 years to one of three main areas of interest;  

PRRS, Johne’s Disease, or Avian Influenza.   This new approach to funding is a nationwide 

program.  Jim Bradford brought up the subject of BSE being a possible addition to this funding. 

 

 

 

 

ILHAC Funding for 2003-2004 



 As discussed earlier, IHLAC received a $6000 cut in funding.  Discussion was brought on 

 where or how to cut $6000 from funding.  It was moved by Jim Bradford and seconded by

 Dave Kunde to cut projects on a percentage basis.  Approved. 

 

Healthy Livestock Initiative for 2003-2004 

 This initiative has money appropriated to fund numerous projects this year.  This seed money 

 will get faculty/researchers started on projects relating to healthy livestock.  Remaining funding 

 will be funded from outside sources. 

  

 Dr. Reynolds reported the rankings of all the new HLI proposals.  Eight proposals were deemed 

 possible for funding, with 4 proposals not recommended for funding.  It was reported that 

 money could be available to fund 5 or 6 projects. 

 

 Discussion then shifted on continuing research projects.  Dr. Reynolds reported that there were 

 a few concerns on one continuing project and whether or not the project is truly animal related.  

 Randy Hilleman brought up the possibility that this project could be adapted for use on other 

 projects.  This could be a model for others. 

  

 The consensus of the group was that the Healthy Livestock Initiative was right on track. 

 

Discussion 

Discussion was brought up on research money and if there are any good lobbyists for Iowa 

State.  This was brought up by Marvin Nichols.  Dr. Reynolds spoke to the fact that Iowa is 

very fortunate to have two outstanding senators in Harkin and Grassley as both are influential 

in Washington DC.  The discussion pointed out the fact that sometimes Washington DC does 

not differentiate between the NVSL/NADC labs and Iowa State when it comes to “Ames” 

funding. 

 

Election of Officers 

 At this meeting, election of officers for the 2003-2004 year were held. 

  

 For Chairman: 

  It was moved by Steve Kerns and seconded by Paul Eness to nominate Randy Hilleman 

  for chairman.   It was moved and seconded to close nominations and cast a unanimous  

  ballot.  Approved. 

 

 For Vice-Chairman: 

  It was moved by Marvin Nichols and seconded by Jim Bradford to nominate Dave 

  Kunde for vice-chairman.  It was moved and seconded to close nominations and cast a  

  unanimous ballot.  Approved. 

 

Lunch was served by the Iowa Sheep Association. 

 

Two presentations were made following lunch: 

a. Dr. Mike Wannemuehler – Cryptosporidiosis 

b. Dr. Darrell Trampel – Newcastle Disease 

 

The next ILHAC meeting was set for Wednesday September 10, 2003. 

 

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:30pm. 


