
ILHAC Meeting 

Minutes 

October 5, 2011 

ISU College of Veterinary Medicine 

Dean’s Conference Room 

 

Those in attendance:  Randy Wheeler, Norm Voelker, Jessica Bloomberg, Cody McKinley, Tom 

Ulrickson, Gretta Irwin, Micky Burch, Craig Rowles, and Mark Ackermann 

 

10:00 am - Meeting called to order at 10:00 am by Dr. Mark Ackermann.  Those present 

provided introductions.  Several members of the CVM Research Advisory Committee were 

present as invited guests:  Drs. Chris Minion, Steve Carlson, Annette O’Connor, Brad Blitvich, 

Christy Petersen, Doug Jones, and Nancy Cornick.  

 

10:10 am - Dean Nolan welcomed everyone in attendance and thanked them for their 

continued support and advice.  She provided a brief college update.  This was followed by a 

brief discussion about the incoming ISU President Leath. 

 

10:30 am – Group discussion between ILHAC members and CVM Research Advisory Committee 

members.  Dr. Minion asked for guidance on the RAC’s review of the ILHAC proposals.  ILHAC 

members stated that there is an emphasis on the ILHAC list of priorities each year – also current 

issues for particular species.  Questions that came up:  Should we look at practical applications 

in terms of funding research?  What about helping younger researchers?  Maybe initial start-up 

for them to solicit external funding later? 

 

Dr. Minion informed the ILHAC members that the college usually tries to fund experienced 

researchers if the project is a new idea and then fund the younger, less experienced 

researchers.  The college recently changed the former HLI funding to CVM Seed Grant funding – 

for projects with high probability of additional external funding and to build program.  This 

change expanded this funding program across the entire college. 

 

Much discussion about reviewing and ranking proposals each year and how to ensure both 

groups are working together toward the same goal with the ILHAC proposal review process.  

This year’s ILHAC projects will be separated by species prior to the college review, instead of 

looking at all of the proposals together for scientific merit without separating by species, as had 



been done in the past.  Dr. Minion explained the college’s review process to the ILHAC 

members present. 

 

Maybe create new and better description of how to utilize ILHAC funding – consider legislative 

issues, too.  Basic versus applied research.  Leverage of additional funding maybe should not be 

primary or required.  Must convince legislators that research will be useful to producers.  CVM 

needs to update information on ILHAC website.  These are public funds.  Need real applicability 

in project – for legislation.  Education is a focus now – how does this research better educate 

Iowans (stakeholders in Iowa)?  Economic impact is the driver at the Capitol.  Focus on 

enhancing Iowa agriculture.  Keep specific to Iowa.   

 

Tom Ulrickson - Any research at ISU on MRSA?  Annette O’Connor – yes, just starting – funded 

by NPB – primary research.  USDA proposal was unsuccessful – have to wait another year to 

resubmit. 

 

11:15 am – Tour of new hospital provided by Dr. Rod Bagley. 

 

12:00 – 12:45 pm   Lunch with RAC members 

 

12:45 pm – Continued discussion between ILHAC members and RAC members.  Would be nice if 

researchers were able to know more/be closer to what is going on in the field.  Maybe 

brainstorm again about this.  What are the issues for producers that need to be addressed?  

Extra poster session – students?  Maybe in an evening during the semester.  RAC members left 

meeting. 

 

1:00 pm  Business meeting began.   

Business Meeting: 

- March 2011 minutes reviewed and approved as presented. 

- 2012 List of Priorities – send changes to Lynn Bagley at CVM.  She will send revised 

document to ILHAC members for review and approval. 

- Legislative Activities – ILHAC code – may want to revise – must get legislator to suggest 

changes in code.  ILHAC Mission Statement – ILHAC members should revise this. 

- ILHAC Newsletter – updates noted – send revised document to ILHAC members for 

review and approval. 

- December Meeting???  Only if deemed necessary, possibly just use email. 

- March 2012 Meeting – to review proposals to be funded. 

 

2:05 pm – Meeting adjourned. 


