
ILHAC Meeting 

Minutes 

March 23, 2011 

ISU College of Veterinary Medicine 

Dean’s Conference Room 

 

Those in attendance:  Bill Tentinger, Steve Kerns, Dave Nichols, Leland Shipley, David Schmitt, 

Robyn Amthauer, Duane Ganguish, Cody McKinley, Lisa Nolan, and Qijing Zhang.   

 

Meeting was called to order at 10:05 am by Bill Tentinger, acting chair.  

 

Dean Nolan welcomed everyone in attendance and thanked them for their continued support 

and advice.  She also introduced Dr. Qijing Zhang, Interim Associate Dean for Research and 

Graduate Studies at the college. 

 

Mr. Tentinger asked that the invited guests introduce themselves and indicate their research 

interests, and then that others in the room introduce themselves as well.   Invited researchers 

were Drs. Charles Thoen, Alan Robertson, Jessie Trujillo, Peter Nara, and Doug Jones.  All were 

funded by ILHAC during this current fiscal year and were asked to provide brief updates on their 

current funded projects.  Each presentation was followed by questions and answers.   

 

12:30 pm   Short break and lunch 

 

1:00 pm  Business meeting began, including review of new proposals and discussion. 

 

Business Meeting: 

- December 2010 minutes reviewed and approved. 

- Legislative actions briefly discussed.  Not sure what the ILHAC funding will be after all of 

the legislative sessions are done, but ILHAC members would still like to see the funding 

increase.  ILHAC legislative cards were distributed earlier in 2011 to legislators; 

members present thought these cards were a great idea and proved to be very useful.  

ILHAC Newsletter – Lynn to send electronically to Ron Birkenholz at  Iowa Pork 

Producers to print and distribute to the legislators.  Food safety is big issue – research at 

ISU CVM is being proactive in this arena. 

- Dave Nichols – suggested increasing size of ILHAC group to maybe include equine and 

companion animal folks, too.  This would probably break the code that was set originally 



when organizing ILHAC.  Possibly keeping them informed of what ILHAC is doing would 

be a good idea, though. 

 

Review of new ILHAC proposals continued, with discussion.  Board members decided again this 

year to fund one project from each species, and then others if funding was still available. 

 

Cattle – continuaton of Dr. Thoen’s project on Johne’s disease for the 2nd year was discussed.  

Group asked for the narrative from the reviews done at CVM – Lynn read these to the 

members.  Approved by those present to fund the continuation of this project in the amount of 

$21,686, but asked that Dr. Thoen be encouraged to utilize the tools that fellow researchers 

have in order to continue his Johne’s research. 

 

Sheep – Asked that Lynn read the reviews of both projects for this species.   Approved by those 

present to fund Dr. Sahin’s project in the amount of $25,000. 

 

All Species – fund project by Dr. Trujillo in the amount of $20,000.  Approved by those present. 

 

Summer Scholar Program – fund $25,000 to assist with three scholars (stipends and travel 

expenses to attend Merial Symposium in Orlando, FL, in August).  Approved by those present. 

 

Poultry – fund one of the two projects in the amount of $25,000.  Dr. Hugo Medina to suggest 

which one to fund for this species.  Approved by those present. 

 

Swine – fund Dr. Opriessnig’s project in the amount of $25,000.  Approved by those present. 

 

Administrative account – fund $1,000 again for administrative costs related to ILHAC meetings.  

Approved by those present. 

 

Cattle – fund Dr. O’Connor’s project in the amount of $18,600.  Approved by those present. 

 

Remaining funds – fund an additional cattle project in the amount of $18,000.  Group decided 

on Dr. Engelken’s project.  Approved this funding, but noted that if funding for ILHAC is cut due 

to budgeting by the state, this project would not be funded by ILHAC.  Motion made, seconded, 

and approved by those present. 

 

Election of Officers – motioned and seconded to elect Dave Nichols as chair for 2011-12.  

Motion approved by those present.  Motioned and seconded to elect Leland Shipley as co-chair 

for 2011-12.  Motion approved by those present. 



 

June meeting will be via email.  If anything needs voted upon, this will be done electronically. 

 

Other business – topic of Animal Welfare Center – ILHAC members asked that this matter be 

put on a semi-permanent hold at the moment at the college until the stakeholders have a 

chance to discuss this further at a higher level within the commodity groups.  This request was 

asked of the college administration.  Much more discussion needs to take place on this topic 

first.  Dr. Zhang agreed to take this request to Dean Nolan. 

 

The next ILHAC meeting will be on Wednesday, September 7th, at 10:00 am in the Dean’s 

Conference Room.   

 

Dr. Zhang thanked the members present for their time and advisory assistance, and for the 

opportunity to be a part of their meeting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:40 pm by Bill Tentinger. 

 

 


