
Dear first- and second-year veterinary students, 
 
This message is a reminder of the ISU Veterinary Summer Scholar Program.  The deadline for completed applications is Friday, 
February 3, 2012. The program description, application procedures, etc., can be found at the following website:  
http://vetmed.iastate.edu/research/summer-scholars, or by going online to the main ISU CVM website, clicking on the “Research” 
tab on the left, and then clicking on “CVM Summer Scholars” on the left.  The ranking of mentor projects is part of the application, 
and beginning in 2012, Summer Scholar applications are not considered “complete” without the ranking of their top three preferred 
projects (1 being your favorite).  A PDF of the mentor abstracts has been posted to the website to use in selecting your top three 
rankings.   
 
This has been a very popular program with both veterinary students and the faculty mentors.  Many of the VM2, 3 and 4 students 
have been Summer Scholars, so feel free to contact them. You get paid a stipend for the 13 weeks of the program in the summer 
(paid at the end of each month), and you also receive 3 credits that you can use either toward elective credits or graduate credits. 
 
Answers to some frequently asked questions (FAQs): 
 

1. Where do I find the mentor project descriptions?  A PDF of the mentor abstracts is posted to the website for you to review 
and pick your top three choices.  Click on the following link:  http://vetmed.iastate.edu/research/summer-scholars.  Then, 
click on “2012 Mentor Abstracts.” 

 
2. If I am matched with a project, does that mean I am committed to it?  Accepted scholars are matched, and are notified of 

the matches.  You will have one week to accept or decline.  If the scholar confirms the match, he/she is committed.  
 

3. What is the likelihood of being selected? We average about 40 to 50 applicants.  We were able to fund 26 students last 
year (we had additional funding, though).  It is likely that we will have less money this year.  Generally, the college receives 
funding to support 15-16 scholars.  However, some faculty members believe so strongly in the program that they are willing 
to provide student stipends from their own research grants. 

 
4. My GPA isn't so good.  Since this is a scholarship program, what are my chances? Generally not as good, but you can try.  

Some of the funding sources (National Institutes of Health for example) want students with very high GPA's. We lose 
funding if we don't make them happy. Some faculty mentors have projects that might be technically difficult and have had 
better luck with high GPA students.  Other faculty mentors could care less about your GPA and are more interested in 
whether you are a good problem-solver or have a particular skill or interest in a project.  Your work ethic is a big factor. 

 
5. Can I talk to potential mentors before applying?  Of course.  This is actually a very good idea.  Please inform the CVM 

Office of Research and Graduate Studies if you have already been in contact with a mentor.  This information will be taken 
into consideration during the matching process. 

 
6. Some of the projects are in Nebraska.  Can I rank those projects in my selections if I am a student in Ames?  Yes.  

Nebraska students can come here and Ames students can go there, provided you are prepared to find a place to live in the 
corresponding location. 

 
7. I'm getting married this summer or I have a vacation/travel abroad experience planned.  How much time can I take off?  

The program runs 13 weeks and we allow one week off.  Scheduling is usually between you and your faculty mentor but the 
program starts about one week after the end of classes in May.  If you are going to be gone for three weeks or a month, it 
just isn't going to work out.  Additionally, all participants must attend Orientation in May and CVM Research Day in August 
(dates for 2012 are listed on the website). 

 
8. Do I have to be here for Research Day in August to present a poster on my project?  YES. 

 
9. Can I have a job in addition to being in the program?  ISU considers this a full-time job.  You need to discuss this with your 

mentor and probably one of the program coordinators. It might work for some projects and not for others. 
 

10. How much are we paid and how often are we paid?  The program costs us about $6,100 per student (last year's figures). 
Students receive a stipend totaling $5,295 for the 13 week program.  You receive this stipend in four checks:  the end of 
May for the first two weeks, the end of June and the end of July for those full months, and the first week of August for the 
last two weeks of the program.  It is wise tobudget your money accordingly because you are half-way through the summer 
before you receive your first full month's stipend. 

http://vetmed.iastate.edu/research/summer-scholars
http://vetmed.iastate.edu/research/summer-scholars


 
11. I was in the program last year.  Can I be in it again?  Yes and No.  It depends on the source of funds that supported you/will 

support you.  The "Program" funds are only for one summer.  However, if a mentor has his/her own funds, you can be in 
the program twice.  Check with Dr. Christine Petersen. 

 
12. I am already enrolled in a graduate program. Can I be a Summer Scholar? No. The program is designed to give students an 

opportunity to explore whether a career in a research field might be something that interests them. 
 

13. Is there an expectation that participants should be considering a research career?  Yes. We ask that you be open to the 
possibility. Some students become interested in research after this experience.  Many do not.  Some graduate, go into 
practice for a few years and then decide to get involved in research areas.  Some are not interested in their own project but 
get really excited about other possibilities. Consider it an opportunity to explore options.  If you have any questions, do not 
hesitate to contact one of the program coordinators. 

 


