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 “Piloting a proven platform for safeguarding, certifying, and bettering animal health”

Industry, State, & Federal Partnership

US SHIP will establish a National Playbook of technical standards 
centering on Prevention and Demonstration of Freedom of 

Disease Outside of Control Areas

Biosecurity, Traceability, and Disease Surveillance
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Summary of Program Standards 
and Resolutions

A summary of the program standards as passed at the inaugural US SHIP HOD meeting on August 
23-24 in Des Moines, IA are listed below. These are the requirements for conferring the US SHIP 
ASF-CSF Monitored Certification to participating Production Sites and Slaughter Facilities. These 
requirements will be reviewed, discussed, and voted upon at this inaugural US SHIP HOD meeting.

Note: Slaughter facilities will not be required to have 100% of their supply chain originating from 
ASF-CSF Monitored Certified production (farm) sites to participate in this pilot project.

Section 1. Program Standards (Year 1)

Premise Identification Number (PIN) Site Owner Contact Information

Swine Owner Contact Information Common Name of Site

Premise Type (Boar Stud, Breeding Herd, 
Farrow-Feeder/Finish, Growing Pig, etc.) 

Expected Site Capacity (Number of 
Breeding Swine and/or Growing Pigs)

Site Location Information:
Latitude and Longitude
911 Street Address, if one has been assigned

Date of initial enrollment of the site 
in US SHIP, or date of first usage of 
the site by current swine owner

Date of last usage of the site by swine 
owner (if applicable)

The minimum required demographic information to be recorded for each premises is: 

Premises level demographic information for each participating premises is to be complete, 
accurate, current, and on-file with the US SHIP Official State Agency in which the premises is 
located. 

Producers are to maintain a valid veterinary client-patient relationship with a licensed and 
federally accredited veterinarian. 

Participating premises are to be enrolled with the US SHIP Official State Agency (US SHIP 
OSA) in the state in which the premises is located.

ENROLLMENT:

VETERINARY SERVICE PROVIDER:

TRACEABILITY: 

Premises level information 
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Participants are to maintain records of the intrastate and interstate movements of live swine 
into and out of each participating premises.

Swine movement information

Participants must demonstrate competency in providing at least 30 days of movement 
information electronically in a common format (e.g., a prescribed CSV file) to the US SHIP 
Official State Agency in a timely manner (e.g. < 72 hours). 

For participants with multiple participating premises within a given state, such 
competency can be demonstrated on a site-by-site basis or en-masse.  

Date of movement Origin State Origin PIN

Destination State Destination PIN Head in movement

Animal type in movement

The minimum information required to be recorded for each movement is:

Boar stud premises participants are to maintain records of the intrastate and interstate 
movements of semen distributed out of each participating premises.

Semen movement information

Participants must demonstrate competency in providing at least 30 days of movement 
information electronically in a common format (e.g., a prescribed CSV file) to the US SHIP 
Official State Agency in a timely manner (e.g. < 72 hours).

For participants with multiple participating premises within a given state, such 
competency can be demonstrated on a site-by-site basis or en-masse.  

Date of movement Origin State Origin PIN

Destination State Destination PIN Number of units in shipment

The minimum information required to be recorded for each movement is:

Certified ASF-CSF monitored participants must comply with existing state and federal laws 
regarding animal/group/lot identification.

Animal Identification

TRACEABILITY: CONT.

BIOSECURITY:

The feeding of swill, garbage, or table waste that has the potential to include meat products is 
strictly prohibited.

Feed Supply 

Section 1.  Program Standards (Year 1) 
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Permissioned individuals that have recently been exposed to livestock, feral/wild pigs or 
slaughter facilities in ASF/CSF/FMD positive regions or countries abroad should only visit 
farms or slaughter facilities in the US after observing a 5-day downtime since arriving in the 
US, and donning PPE (boots/coveralls, etc.) provided by farm site or slaughter facility being 
visited.

Personnel

BIOSECURITY: CONT.

At enrollment, participating premises will complete a survey to provide a simplistic 
categorization of some of the high-level biosecurity practices being implemented at the 
premises. Information from this survey is to provide quantitative data to assess current 
standards of practice across a broad spectrum of program participants. Results will help 
provide insight towards consideration of additional biosecurity related program standards in 
the future.  

Enrollment Survey (Biosecurity Practices)

SAMPLING AND TESTING (DISEASE SURVEILLANCE): 

Initial 12-month Research Period: No Sampling and Testing Requirements of Participants

In the absence of an introduction of ASF/CSF, there will be no additional ASF/CSF 
sampling and testing requirements of participants beyond the current and/ongoing 
systems foreign animal disease (FAD) surveillance taking place across the US.

The first 12-months of the testing related activities will serve to develop 
informational and training materials, further modeling of disease spread and 
sensitivity of detection across herds and regions, and to conduct an expanded 
negative-cohort study of commercially available ASF-CSF PCR assays.

Maintain compliance with ASF-CSF Sampling and Testing Requirements

US SHIP sampling and testing requirements will vary by Production Site Type and 
the ASF-CSF status of the US, State, or Region (Tables 1, 2, and 3).

The program is based on targeted testing of animals of poor or sub-standard health. 
Targeted sampling enhances both the efficiency of detection and the simplicity of 
sample collection across the spectrum of commercial and non-commercial farms in 
the U.S.

The frequency of on-site sampling is a function of time and is independent of the 
timing of pig movement, thereby providing for a uniform and continuous system of 
disease monitoring across production sites, areas, and regions.

US SHIP ASF-CSF tests are to be used for screening purposes only. Non-negative 
results would result in the testing laboratory (USDA NAHLN lab certified to 
conduct ASF-CSF testing) contacting the appropriate State and Federal animal 
health officials to initiate a Foreign Animal Disease Investigation (FADI) for 
the collection of additional samples for official ASF-CSF testing (confirmatory) 
purposes.

Section 1. Program Standards (Year 1) 
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Table 1. Sampling and Testing Requirements for ASF-CSF Risk Level 1.

Section 1.  Program Standards (Year 1) 
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Table 2. Sampling and Testing Requirements for ASF-CSF Risk Level 2.

Section 1. Program Standards (Year 1) 



9

Table 3. Sampling and Testing Requirements for ASF-CSF Risk Level 3.

End of Program Standards (Year 1) 
for US SHIP House of Delegates

Section 1. Program Standards (Year 1) 
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Section 3.  Resolutions

RESOLUTION NUMBER:

SUBMITTED BY:

SUBJECT MATTER:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

2021 - 1

US SHIP General Conference Committee

Traceability case study

the US Swine Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) is a 
collaborative effort involving industry, state, and federal 
officials tasked with establishing a “national playbook” of 
technical standards associated with biosecurity, traceability, 
and sampling/testing,

there is a perceived value and need within the US pork 
industry for a more robust and comprehensive system of 
traceability,

the US SHIP seeks to leverage current expertise and successful 
practices domestically and globally,

export centered pork producing countries outside the US have 
robust traceability standards of practice,

Now, therefore be it

The US SHIP House of Delegates requests the conduct of a 
case study of traceability standards of practice and systems 
used among other export centered pork producing countries 
from which future technical standards may be developed and 
implemented for US SHIP.

Effective Date:

Directed to:

August 24, 2021

US SHIP pilot program 
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RESOLUTION NUMBER:

SUBMITTED BY:

SUBJECT MATTER:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

2021 - 2

US SHIP General Conference Committee

Pilot demonstration of a more comprehensive approach and 
system of traceability in the US pork industry (i.e., similar to 
PigTRACE™ Canada).

the US Swine Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) is a 
collaborative effort involving industry, state, and federal 
officials tasked with establishing a “national playbook” of 
technical standards associated with biosecurity, traceability, 
and sampling/testing, 

there is a perceived value and need within the US pork 
industry for a more robust and comprehensive system of 
traceability, 

the US SHIP seeks to leverage current expertise and successful 
practices domestically and globally,

Canada has a comprehensive swine traceability system in 
place tracking the inter-premises movement of all live pigs 
and dead pigs (rendering pick-up) within and between all 
provinces in Canada, 

Now, therefore be it

The US SHIP House of Delegates requests:
1. Completion of an in-depth GAP analysis assessing the 
feasibility of implementing a system of traceability standards 
patterned after the basic tenets of PigTRACE™ Canada.
2. Pursuit of a smaller-scale demonstration project of a more 
comprehensive approach and system of traceability within a 
subset of states and US SHIP pork industry participants (i.e., 
1 or 2 states with a subset of interested supply chains tracking 
all inter-premises movements of pigs through slaughter, with 
opportunity for use of AgView software). 

Effective Date:

Directed to:

August 24, 2021

US SHIP pilot program 

Section 3.  Resolutions
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RESOLUTION NUMBER:

SUBMITTED BY:

SUBJECT MATTER:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

2021 - 3

US SHIP General Conference Committee

Feed Biosafety

the US Swine Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) is a 
collaborative effort involving industry, state, and federal 
officials tasked with establishing a “national playbook” of 
technical standards associated with biosecurity, traceability, 
and sampling/testing, 

there is a recognized risk of disease transmission from both 
feed ingredients and whole feed, 

Research and risk assessments continue to be conducted to 
assess the risks associated with importing feed ingredients 
from ASF-CSF positive regions and potential mitigation 
strategies to reduce or eliminate those risks,   

the US SHIP program would like to implement an impactful 
feed biosafety program built upon the foundation of the 
risk assessments and research that will be recognized and 
implemented consistently by all participating states, 

Now, therefore be it

The US SHIP House of Delegates requests the commissioning 
of a working group to provide recommendations and next 
steps for the US SHIP program to address the risks associated 
with disease transmission in feed (including but not limited 
to regulated garbage feeding) for a broadly applicable feed 
biosafety plan to be recognized nationally.  

Effective Date:

Directed to:

August 24, 2021

US SHIP pilot program 

Section 3.  Resolutions
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RESOLUTION NUMBER:

SUBMITTED BY:

SUBJECT MATTER:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

2021 - 4

US SHIP General Conference Committee

Biosecurity Site Plans

the US Swine Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) is a 
collaborative effort involving industry, state, and federal 
officials tasked with establishing a “national playbook” of 
technical standards associated with biosecurity, traceability, 
and sampling/testing, 

there is a recognized risk of disease transmission from both 
within and between live animal production sites, 

the USDA and National Pork Board have established a Secure 
Pork Supply (SPS) plan that describes training, procedures, 
and documentation to address key biosecurity steps to address 
disease transmission risks,  

the US SHIP program would like to implement an impactful 
site biosecurity program that would be recognized and 
implemented in a similar manner by all participating states, 

Now, therefore be it

The US SHIP House of Delegates requests the commissioning 
of a working group to integrate the Secure Pork Supply plan 
and provide recommendations and next steps for the US SHIP 
program for a broadly applicable biosecurity site plan to be 
recognized nationally.  

Effective Date:

Directed to:

August 24, 2021

US SHIP pilot program 

Section 3.  Resolutions
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RESOLUTION NUMBER:

SUBMITTED BY:

SUBJECT MATTER:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS,

2021 - 5

US SHIP General Conference Committee

Sanitary standards of transportation to/from terminal markets

Livestock trailers returning from points of concentration to 
farm sites that have not been cleaned and disinfected present 
as a primary and well understood risk factor for indirectly 
amplifying, recirculating, and broadly distributing disease 
causing agents in US swine.

Livestock trailers picking swine up from points of 
concentration can also serve as an effective means for 
unknowingly moving disease causing agents across vast 
regions of the US.

Industry live-haul sanitary standards (practices) for cleaning 
and disinfecting livestock trailers used for transporting 
breeding swine and pigs being moved on for further growing 
are generally good, if not world class.

Live-haul sanitary standards (practices) for cleaning and 
disinfecting livestock trailers used for transporting swine to 
and from points of concentration are widely variable.

In the event of a trade-impacting disease introduction into 
US swine, in the absence of being cleaned and disinfected 
between loads, live-haul transport trailers moving swine to or 
from points of concentration present as a primary vector for 
amplifying and broadly distributing said disease throughout 
the US. Live-haul transport related disease transmission risks 
would apply during both the pre-identification phase and 
throughout the extended Recovery Phase.

The infrastructure and practices for more fully addressing 
these live haul transport related animal health risks associated 
with moving swine to slaughter are costly, resource 
intensive, and without sustainable near-term solutions. Such 
infrastructure and systems for sustainably and effectively 
cleaning and disinfecting the masses of livestock trailers 
hauling swine to or from points of concentration does not 
currently exist across the expanse of the US pork industry.

Well-defined traceability and live-haul sanitary standards 
are hallmark components of swine health control and 
improvement programs being implemented in other export 
centric countries globally.

Section 3.  Resolutions
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Section 3.  Resolutions

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

Meaningful progress to more fully address this larger scale 
swine health infrastructure issue that indirectly affects all 
US commercial pork producers would require a highly 
collaborative, well-thought, and multi-year effort.  

Now, therefore be it

The US SHIP House of Delegates requests the commissioning 
of a working group centering on:
1. Quantifiably understanding the status-quo of the 
standards of practice and existing infrastructure for cleaning 
and disinfecting trailers returning from terminal points 
concentration.
2. Identifying existing production systems and supply chains 
routinely cleaning and disinfecting all trucks leaving terminal 
points of concentration prior to returning to farm sites to gauge 
best practices, costs, and infrastructure requirements.
3. Obtaining stakeholder sentiment from a broad range of 
producers and slaughter facilities across the country.
4. Preparing a summary of findings and formulating a set of 
recommendations to be presented and considered at the US 
SHIP HOD in 2022.

Effective Date:

Directed to:

August 24, 2021

US SHIP pilot program 
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RESOLUTION NUMBER:

SUBMITTED BY:

SUBJECT MATTER:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

2021 - 6

US SHIP General Conference Committee

Live animal marketing channels

the US Swine Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) is a 
collaborative effort involving industry, state, and federal 
officials tasked with establishing a “national playbook” of 
technical standards associated with biosecurity, traceability, 
and sampling/testing focusing initially on certified and 
monitored status of ASF and CSF in the US, and 

the National Assembly of State Animal Health Officials 
(NASAHO) has previously convened a working group 
to assess the US swine marketing structure to determine 
ways to improve traceability and biosecurity in the disease 
transmission of Senecavirus A in live animal marketing 
channels, and  

the NASAHO estimated that 1 million hogs are reshipped after 
delivery to a slaughter facility each year in the US because 
the animals do not meet certain weight and type criteria of the 
plant, and an additional 5 million sows and boars are shipped 
annually, and 

those animals comprise the majority of supply to some 
processing facilities that thrive on sows, light-weight hogs, 
or other secondary market hogs, making preservation of the 
reshipment/cull animal system essential to some industry 
sectors, and

those animals along with other swine such as feeder pigs, 
roaster pigs, exotic swine, pigs from sale barns and other 
marketing channels not listed present a threat of disease 
transmission in the event of an ASF or CSF incursion in the 
US, and  

the recommended action steps provided in the NASAHO 
working group to reduce the transmission of Senecavirus A 
can be of benefit to the US SHIP traceability and biosecurity 
efforts, 

Now, therefore be it

The US SHIP House of Delegates requests the commissioning 
of a working group to leverage the previous NASAHO efforts 
and recommendations. This working group would provide 
recommended next steps for the US SHIP program as it relates 

Section 3.  Resolutions
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to additional research or recommended program standards 
to better mitigate the risk and impact of disease transmission 
in and from all live animal marketing channels.  Any such 
recommendations related to a US SHIP program standard 
would then be considered further at the US SHIP 2022 HOD.

The marketing segment will have an opportunity for voting 
representation beginning with the 2022 US SHIP HOD.

Section 3.  Resolutions

RESOLVED, (cont.)

BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED,

Effective Date:

Directed to:

August 24, 2021

US SHIP pilot program 
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RESOLUTION NUMBER:

SUBMITTED BY:

SUBJECT MATTER:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

2021 - 7

US SHIP General Conference Committee

Sampling & Testing, 12 month Research Period, Plan of Work

The US Swine Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) is a 
collaborative effort involving industry, state, and federal 
officials tasked with establishing a “national playbook” of 
technical standards associated with biosecurity, traceability, 
and sampling/testing focusing initially on certified and 
monitored status of ASF and CSF in the US

Early detection of disease, and well understood, proficient, 
capable, and scalable systems of disease surveillance are 
foundational elements to preparedness. 

US SHIP aims provide a well-defined, practical, effective, 
broadly recognized (i.e., uniform guidance across states), and 
working system of testing (outside of ASF-CSF Control Areas) 
that can be readily scaled-up in the event of an introduction of 
ASF-CSF into the US, State, or Region.

The first 12-months of the US SHIP Sampling and Testing 
related activities are to serve as a “Research Period” to allow 
for the completion of a series of efforts that aim to better 
prepare, inform, and refine US SHIP ASF-CSF Monitored 
certification sampling and testing program standards going 
forward.  

Please Note: During this initial 12-month Research Period, in 
the absence of an introduction of ASF/CSF into the US, there 
are no plans or proposed program standards for additional 
ASF/CSF sampling and testing requirements of participants 
beyond the current and/ongoing systems FAD surveillance 
taking place across the US. 

Now, therefore be it

The US SHIP House of Delegates provides its support for 
the following US SHIP Sampling & Testing related items to 
proceed forward as part of the plan of work to be initiated 
during this initial 12-month Research Period.

1. Further explore and prepare a summary document with 
options, considerations, and recommendations for US SHIP 
ASF-CSF Risk Level 1 (Peace Time) sampling and testing 
requirements. 

Section 3.  Resolutions
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RESOLVED, (cont.) 2. Complete further modeling of disease spread and 
sensitivities of detection achieved via US SHIP ASF-CSF 
Monitored participatory sampling and testing requirements.

3. Work closely with USDA, SAHO, and industry partners 
to complete a study (ASF/CSF PCR Negative Cohort Study) 
that aims to build upon a number of USDA sponsored efforts 
looking to expand the number of ASF/CSF PCR assays and 
sample types approved for use to support ASF/CSF diagnostic 
efforts. This study would make a substantive contribution 
towards a much larger collective effort focused on creating a 
step-change in the ASF/CSF PCR diagnostic testing capacity 
and state of readiness across the NAHLN.

4. Pursuant of applied research evaluating the presence/
absence of ASF/CSF in processing fluids of infected piglets.  
This course of study would aim provide the foundational 
information needed to understand the potential fitness for 
using processing fluids as a sample type for ASF/CSF disease 
monitoring purposes in otherwise asymptomatic breeding 
herds. 

5. Clarify process for review and approval of screening assays 
to be used for US SHIP ASF-CSF Monitored certification 
purposes.  

Section 3.  Resolutions

Effective Date:

Directed to:

August 24, 2021

US SHIP pilot program 


