
Each year 145 students come to Iowa State University to turn their  
dream of becoming a veterinarian into reality.

Each of these students has a different reason why they chose veterinary 
medicine. But, one reason why our graduates are glad they chose  
Iowa State is preparation. 

Regardless of the field you choose, the veterinary curriculum at Iowa State 
offers courses, hands-on training, and learning experiences to help you 
prepare for career success. 

The Iowa State 
Difference

Practice-ready. That’s the Iowa State difference.

> Hands-on learning with live animals 
beginning in the first-year

> Summer programs that provide 
practical experience in production 
animal medicine in beef/dairy cattle 
and swine

> Additional clinical skills training 
through a surgical internship 
program

> Business/financial management 
courses

> Spanish for veterinarians

> Animal welfare

> Summer scholar research program

> Study-abroad programs

> Thirty-eight veterinary clubs  
and organizations that cover  
a variety of species-specific 
interests or particular fields  

of veterinary medicine

> Internships and externships at 
private practices, private specialty 
practices, Ames-based USDA,  
ISU-affiliate specialty practice  
in Des Moines, as well as Blank  
Park Zoo in Des Moines

> The college has a state-of-the-art 
canine rehabilitation program,  
with Iowa’s only board-certified 
specialist in canine rehabilitation  
and sports medicine

> Opportunity to earn concurrent 
M.P.H., M.B.A., and M.S.

> 3-D printed models that are exact 
replicas of patient bones to aid in 
student learning

> Alpaca model teaches students the 
tricky art of taking blood samples

> Currently developing a clinical skills 
learning laboratory to help students 
develop those critical practice skills 
where repetition is key to learning 

Unique, learning/teaching tools

Unique opportunities preparing students for the 21st century 



Your adventure starts at Iowa State University!
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Education

> The college offers a four-year 
veterinary program, which provides 
students with a broad-based 
veterinary education, in addition to 
a variety of electives and unique 
opportunities to enhance the 
learning experience. 

Service and Outreach

> The Lloyd Veterinary Medical 
Center is a state-of-the-art, regional 
veterinary medical center and 
teaching hospital that recently 
underwent a $105 million renovation 
and expansion of the large and 
small animal hospitals.

> The Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory serves Iowa’s $13.1 
billion animal agriculture industry 
by providing access to timely, 
high-quality diagnostic testing on 
70,000 cases per year. Innovative 
diagnostic technologies available  
at Iowa State have led to 
identification of emerging and 
foreign animal diseases.

> The college is home to the country’s 
only national center devoted to 
swine medicine education. 

> Beyond the classroom experience 
through community service 
activities including spay/neuter 
and feral cat programs, and visiting 
regional Indian reservations.

Research 

> College researchers have led the 
field in developing new diagnostic 
tools for livestock diseases, 
vaccines for circovirus in pigs; 
identifying emerging diseases like 
the first case of H1N1 influenza in 
cats and porcine epidemic diarrhea 
virus, improving delivery methods 
for medications and solving some  
of humankind’s most vexing diseases, 
such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, and 
AIDS; and developing interventions 
to improve food safety and security.

BY THE NUMBERS
• Examining Boards Pass  

Rate of our Students:  
97-98 percent

• Job Placement Rate  
(one-year after graduation): 
98 percent

• D.V.M. Students: 586

• Graduate Students: 131

• Living Alumni: 5,056

• Faculty: 153 (74 board-
certified specialists)

• Degrees Awarded: D.V.M., 
M.S., Ph.D.

• Our alumni serve in all  
50 states and 8 countries

Iowa State University College of Veterinary Medicine was the 
country’s first public veterinary school and one of only 30 veterinary 
colleges in the United States. 

www.vetmed.iastate.edu


