
Minutes of ILHAC Meeting 
March 12, 2009 

 

 

Attendees: 
James Bloedel   College of Veterinary Medicine 

Lisa Nolan   College of Veterinary Medicine 

Brad Knudson   IA Pork Producers Assoc. 

Jim Bradford   IA Cattlemen’s Assoc. 

John Hall   IA Cattlemen’s Assoc. 

Hugo Medina   IA Poultry Assoc. 

Loras (Duke) Wilgenbusch IA Vet Medical Assoc. 

Bill Tentinger   IA Pork Producers Assoc. 

David Schmitt   State Veterinarian 

Bruce Berven   IA Cattlemen’s Assoc. 

Steve Kerns   IA Pork Producers Assoc. 

Kayla Lyon   Western IA Dairy Alliance 
 

Absent: 
 Larry Daniels   IA Sheep Industry Assoc. 

 Marsha Spykerman  IA Sheep Industry Assoc. 

 Dave Nichols   IA Cattlemen’s Assoc. 

 LeRoy Eggink   IA Dairy Assoc. 

 Jeff Schnell   IA Pork Producers Assoc. 

 Tom Johnson   IA Veterinary Medical Assoc. 

 Erin Vagts   IA State Dairy Assoc. 

 Kevin Vinchattle   IA Poultry Assoc. 

 Gretta Irwin   IA Turkey Federation 

 

 
10:00  Dr. James Bloedel called the ILHAC Meeting to order. 

 

Dr. Bloedel introduced Dr. Lisa Nolan who is the current Associate Dean of Academic & Student Affairs 

and previously Chair of VMPM.  She is a highly regarded researcher who runs a well funded lab focused 

on Poultry Diseases.   

 

Dr. Nolan gave the college update: 

 

 The College of Vet Med’s New Phase I Expansion including a new 55,000 sq. 

ft. home for large animal and equine medicine is up and running. 

 

 ISU is facing a potential 11% reduction in state appropriations ($31 million). 

 

 The actual amount of the budget reduction will not be determined until the 

Revenue Estimating Conference Report is released on March 20
th

 and decisions 

are made on the distribution of funds made available to the States through the 

federal stimulus legislation. 

 

 Once the final cuts are announced, we will finalize a budget adjustment plan that 

best meets the needs of the college and its stakeholders.  We will submit the 

CVM plan to the University on April 1, and the University will present its total 

plan to the Board of Regents in late April. 

 



 Legislatively, the college continues to pursue the final $1M of the $4M support 

required for the Diagnostic Lab.  $38M is also needed for the completion of 

Phase II. 

 

 The College is currently fully accredited.  Phase I & II are necessary in order to 

teach the accredited program.  Successful completion of Phase I & II is required 

for a successful review of the College in 2010. 

 

 The stimulus package awarded $300M to the State for education. 

 K-12 

 Community Colleges 

 Regents Universities 

 

The Regents will get a portion of those funds.  The amount is not yet known. 

 

NSF is supposed to get 6.9 Billion.  NSF is less restrictive.  We will be very watchful for there requests for 

proposals and fit the BL3 into that. ISU has many researchers funded by NSF, which is a big piece of 

education. 

 

A major funding program from NSF is IGERT.  The lead proposal from the university was a proposal from 

Vet Med lead by Dr. Peter Nara.  He broadened the proposal to include the College of Agriculture.  It’s a 

very significant proposal and award, if we acquire it from the Federal Court. 

 

At the AASV- American Association of Swine Veterinarians 2009 meeting in Dallas, Texas, students were 

given awards for research presentations at the meeting.  Students from ISU College of Veterinary Medicine 

won first place and two other places in the top five.  We are very proud of these students and the program 

that they are working. 

 

We have 25 applications from faculty and two other requests for support that ILHAC has funded 

previously: 

 $1500 Research Office Expenses for ILHAC Meetings 

 $25,000 Summer Scholars Program 

 

 

Dr. Bloedel reviewed the Proposal/Awards Matrix for 2009-2010 with the ILHAC members.  Each grant 

was reviewed by two reviewers and discussed by a panel.  After more discussion, they formulated their 

scores into categories as fair, good or excellent.  The panel judged these categories by rating the scientific 

quality of the proposal. 

 

Due to the State-mandated budget cuts, the ILHAC budget was reduced from $220,000 to $197,000. Steve 

Kerns recommended the funding of the Summer Scholars Program. 

 

Brad Knudson led the discussion of the grant requests.  The following were funded: 

 

 #7 --- Jones; Hostetter---$20,000 

Development of an in vivo diagnostic for Johne’s disease using the emerging technologies of 

nanoparticles and smart copolymers. 

 

 #11 & 21 combined -- $14,543 

Minion; Strait:   Evaluation of Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae Surface 

Protein Diversity 

Rosenbusch #2; Strait Characterization of immunomodulatory Mycoplasma 

bovis surface proteins. 

 #12 ---Nara; Opriessnig ----$20,000 

 Developing a Broadly Protective PRRS Vaccine 



 

 #13---Nolan; Li, Kariyawasam ---$20,000 

Characterization of Three Putative Auto transporters of Avian Pathogenic E. Coli and their 

potential use as vaccines against Laying Hen Peritonitis 

 

 #14---O’Connor; Plummer, Engelken ---$19,800 

A randomized clinical trial evaluating a farm of origin autogenous M. bovis vaccine to control 

Infectious Bovine Keratoconjunctivitis (Pinkeye) in beef cattle 

 

 #15---Opriessnig; Madson ---$20,000 

Enhancement of PCV2 shedding in experimentally PCV 2 infected boars by immune stimulation 

and concurrent M. hyopneumoniae infection, effect of vaccination on PCV2 shedding, and proof 

of the concept that PCV2 DNA present in semen is associated with dam infection and reproductive 

failure. 

 

 #18---Plummer; Still, O’Connor, Plummer, C., Ramamoorthy ---$20,000 

Shedding and Seroprevalence of Coxiella burnettii among Iowa residents and ruminant’s livestock 

 

 #22---Rosenbusch #2; Lee ---$20,000 

Identification of virulence factors of Mycoplasma bovis using an in vivo virulence assay with 

transpoon Tn4001 mutants 

 

 #25---Yaeger; Zhang---$16,000 

Evaluation of commercial verses homologous vaccines for the prevention of abortion due to 

Campylobacter jejuni (IA3902) 

 

 

Jim Bradford led the business meeting. 

 

The minutes were approved as read. 

 

Election of officers included: 

 

 LeRoy Eggink from the Iowa Dairy Assoc. will accept a 2
nd

 term. 

 Jim Bradford from the Iowa Cattlemen’s Assoc. will be replaced. 

 

 Current President is:  Brad Knudson from the IA Pork Producers Assoc. 

 Vice President is:  Duke Wilgenbusch from the IA Vet Medical Assoc. 

 

 The group asked that both Brad Knudson, President and Duke Wilgenbusch,  

Vice President remain in their respective positions. 

 

ILHAC Members were invited to Research Day which will be held August 14
th

 at the Gateway Hotel. 

 

Dr. Peter Nara invited the group to attend the Ramsey Lecture following the business meeting in Classroom 

1226.  This lecture was given by Michael Cho, Ph.D. – AIDS Vaccine Development:  “In Search of the 

Holy Grail”.  Dr. Cho is currently an assistant professor at the Case Western Reserve University School of 

Medicine in the Division of Infectious Diseases and HIV Medicine.  He received his Ph.D. in Cellular, 

Viral and Molecular Biology from the University of Utah and was a post-doctoral research associate at the 

NIH National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 

 

Prior to the ILHAC luncheon, Dr. Bloedel and the ILHAC Members attended the Ramsey Lecture entitled 

“In Search of the Holy Grail”. 

 

The next ILHAC Meeting will be held Thursday, Sept. 10
th

 in the Dean’s Conference Room. 



 


